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We have discussed in the second chapter Gandhiji's views
on the nature of the soul and its limitless potentialities for
progress. These views lead to some of his important conclusions
about human nature. Thus he believes in the godliness, the
inherent goodness of human nature. Godliness implies that it
is more natural for man to be good than to be evil,, though
apparently descent may seem easier than ascent.12 It is his firm
faith that man is by nature going higher.13 That in mankind
moral qualities and social virtues, love, co-operation and the
like, preponderate over violence, selfishness, etc. is proved by
the fact that life exists amidst destruction. "I believe that the
sum total of the energy of mankind is not to bring us down but
to lift us up, and that is the result of the definite, if unconscious,
working of the law of love."14 ". . .the humans are working
consciously or unconsciously towards the realization of that
(spiritual) identity."15 In an article written in 1940 he pointed
out that the changes in the social life of man from cannibalism
to civilized stable life of agriculture are signs of progressive
ahimsa and diminishing himsa. Mankind has not only steadily
progressed towards ahimsa but it has also to progress towards it
still further. "Nothing in this world is static, everything is kinetic.
If there is no progression, then there is inevitable retrogression."16

Gandhiji also believes that human nature is in its essence
one and that every man has the capacity for the highest possible
development. To quote him, "The soul is one in all. Its possi-
bilities are therefore the same for every one."17 "The ideals that
regulate my life are presented for acceptance by mankind in
general. I have arrived at them by gradual evolution. . . .1 have
not the shadow of a doubt that any man or woman can achieve
what I have, if he or she would make the same effort and culti-
vate the same hope and faith."18 "And I claim that what I prac-
tise is capable of being practised by all, because I am a very
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